Bam boos at Suncrest Nurs eriesInc.

Since the pur chase of Winter green Nurs ery and its plantcol lec tion in 1992, bam boos have been a ma jor
pur suitat Suncrest. Our of fer ings have grown over the past de cade from a base of per haps forty to about
ninety spe cies and cultivars. Orig i nal se lec tions have been made from seed ling batches at the nursery,
and a net work of friends has pro vided many ex citing new cultivars for trial. Given the cur rent surge of
pub licin ter estin the group, we ex pect this trend to con tinue for some time.

Features of the Group

Thebamboosaregiantwoody grasses. They haveavariety ofhabits, butallinvolvetheprod uction of ma
jor culms, or stems, from branched un der ground rhi zomes. When the rhi zomes are short and the culms
closely set, the over all im pres sion is usu ally that of a foun tain; bam boos with this habit are known as
“clumping”types. Whenthe rhizomesare extended (inextreme cases, for sev eral feetatastretch), the re-
sultisathicket, its den sity de pend ent on the ac tual spans be tween shoots, the fre quency ofbranch ing of
therhizomesandthethick nessofindivid ual culms. Bambooswith this habitare oftenre ferred to (and of
ten maligned) as “run ning” bam boos, though many would be more ap pro pri ately de scribed as “creep-
ing”. In ei ther case, the culms can vary in height from un der a foot to 70’ or more. Each one springs from
the ground and rises to full height in a sin gle sea son. The culms are usu ally branched along theirupper
reaches, some times pro fusely so, and the ini tial branches may them selves rebranch sev eral times. The
leaves are of ten set in op pos ing rows at and near the branch ends. The leaves them selves range from un-
deraninchtowell overafootlongandvary in form from nar row and rib bon-like to broadly oval. The up-
per sur face is usu ally dark and of ten shiny, col ored a deep to pale green or dis tinctly blue-or grey-green.
The lower sur face is usu ally lighter and duller, even chalky in ap pear ance.

Bamboosnormally flower only after many years, usually several de cades, re veal ing theiralliance toother
grasses with large clus ters or open panicles of petal-less spike lets. Some spe cies ac tu ally die af ter setting
huge quan ti ties of seeds. Oth ers are weak ened for ashort period, thengrad u ally re sume normalvegeta
tive growth. There have been many flowerings of pop u lar bam boos in the last two de cades, re setting their
biologicalclocksandprovidingco piousmaterialfornewhorticultural selections.

Uses and Cul ture

Bamboosarere vered by gar denersaround the world for their distinctive formsandtextures. The clump-
ing types make el e gant foun tains. Some times the weight of great sprays of branch lets and leaves bends
the culm tips al most to the ground. The more slen der-stemmed of the “run ning” types form nat u r al
hedgesand screens with little effort on the gar dener’s part. Oth ers like the largerPhyllostachys take on the
appearance of groves of trees. Regardless of growth habit, the culms may be either variousshades of
greenor highly col ored (gold, maroon and even black are not un usual) and have a satiny sheen. The swol-
len nodes give added in ter est with waxy, some times mul ti col ored rings. Larger, darker leaves make a
dramatic state ment, while smaller leaves, es pe cially those borne in open sprays, give awon der fully del ¢
cate im pression, like ori en tal paintings come to life.

Besidestheaestheticpleasuretheyprovide,bambooshave manystrategicusesinthegarden. Hedges and
screens have been mentioned. They also su perblyfill the role of speci men shrub or tree (or insome cases, a
whole grove). They are some times used sim ply to fill large spaces with pleas ant fo liage. With adequate
wateringand periodicdivision,they make outstandingsubjectsfor largetubsanddecora tive boxes. And
they haveautilitarianside.Bambooshavebeensuccessfullyemployedforerosioncontrolonlarge banks
and other open ar eas, and even for fil ter ing pol luted run off from ag ri cul tural and other operations.

Bam boo cul ture is gen er ally quite straight for ward. The firstim por tant step is to choose abam boo suffi
ciently hardy foryour climate (or makeaconsciousdecisiontoprotectitinwinter). All ofthe bam booswe
of ferwill thrive outdoorsat least along the coast, but some can only sur vive with protectionwherewinter
temperaturescandipbelow25°F. On the other hand, there are many spe cies, in clud ing some of quite trop-
icalap pearance,whichcanenduretem peraturesof 10°F or be low. Otherconsid erationsare sum mer heat
and dry ing winds. Spe cies of cool moun tain for ests, like someFargesia spe cies, may be scorched and dis-
figured by continually hot, dry air. Oth ers, like many Phyllostachys, thrive even in the Cen tral Val ley as
long as they are ad e quately wa tered.



Regardingactual careand feeding,the bamboosrevel inthe conditionsgiven many pop u larleafy shrubs
and trees. Most thrive in ei ther sun or light shade near the coast. As one moves in land, with hot ter,drier
sum mers, some will per form much better with shad ing from an over hang ing tree, while oth ers continue
to revel in full exposure. Most bam boos should have rea son ably well-drained soil, though there are

plenty of ex cep tions. Watering isoften ane gotiable matter, with plants grow ing larger or smaller ac cord-
ingtothegardener’sgenerosity. However,fewbamboosaregenuinely droughttol erant. Theirdemands

fornutrientsare mod erate butshould notbe neglected. Anutrient-starved plantwill show itsresentment
with stunted growth and pale, yel low-tinged leaves.
Individualrequirementsareincludedinthedescriptionswhichfol low foreach ge nusandsome times (es-
pecially inthe case of cold har di ness), for in di vid ual species.



SelectionsCurrently Grown at Suncrest Nurseries

ARUNDINARIA . Thiswasoncealargegroup of Asianand North Americanbamboos. Howeverare cent
waveofbotanicalreclassificationhasputmostofthespeciesfamiliartogardeners(those also listed at one
time as Sasa) into the ge nus Pleioblastus. Bam boo buffs are by now used to find ing new names ev ery few
years on their favor ite plants. Those still in Arundinariaare of the run ning type, with elon gate rhi zomes,
butvary from fear some spread ers, best con tained in con crete tubs, to well-behaved nat u ral hedges. Sun
or shade near the coast, best in part shade in land, most soils, mod er ate wa ter ing. Hardy as shown.

anceps (Yushaniaanceps). Anelegantbamboo, withslender stemsgrowingnearly erecttoabout15’. The
older stems are dark green to brown, with straw-colored bracts. It pro duces broad sprays of branchlets
car ry ing nar row leaves, usu ally 2%-4" long, with pale undersides. ‘Pitt White’ isapopular Britishselec
tion with par tic u larly long, grace fully droop ing leaves. The stems may arch over al most to the ground
from their weight. This is one of the least ag gres sive of the group, mak ing fine in for mal hedg es and con-
tainerspecimens.O°F.

argenteostriata. See Pleioblastus argenteostriatus.

disticha. SeePleioblastus distichus

giganteassp.tecta. ThisplantoncecoveredlargeareasinthesoutheasternU.S. Little ofitnow re mains.
It forms broad thick ets, with bright green to yel low culms that rise to about 8’. Leaves are broad, up to 10"
long, and light green in color. Be low O°F.

graminea. See Pleioblastus gramineus.
simonii. SeePleioblastus simonii.

variegata. See Pleioblastusvariegatus.
viridistriata. See Pleioblastus viridistriatus.

BAMBUSA. Wide spread, mostly in the trop ics. A group of clump ing (short-rhizome) bam boos, now en-
joy ing re newed pop u lar ity with Cal i for niagar deners. They vary enor mously insize, form and tex ture.
Many aretootropical evenforCalifornia,beinginjuredevenbyslightfrosts. Several, howeverareuseful
ornamentals here. Allareeasily grown, thoughvaryingdrasticallyinsizeand other featuresaccordingto
theircultural regimen. Suntomoder ate shade, mostsoils, variablewatering. Har dinessvar ies as shown
be low. Thefol lowing giveareasonably broad rep re sentation of the group.

glaucescens (multipleX). Though quite variable, thisspe cies hasseveral distinctive features. The plants
form com pact clumps. The stems are slen der and bear sprays of short branch lets along the up pernodes.
2-4" leaves are ar ranged in neat, op pos ing rows on the branch lets. The se lec tion ‘Alphonse Karr’ has
beau ti ful pink stems in new growth, these chang ing grad u ally to gold or light or ange with dark green
stripes. There isalso a‘Green Alphonse Karr’ with only lighter and darker green shad ing. ‘Golden God-
dess’ is similar though usually smaller growing, with yellow stems and dense brushes of leaves.
‘Silverstripe’ is more open in habit, more vig or ous and ul ti mately larger. The stems fol low a dis tinctly
zig zag path and bear open sprays of cream-variegated leaves.‘Rivierorum’, Chinesegod dessbamboo, is
the small est of all in stat ure and has the ti ni est, most closely spaced leaves. With full ex posureand occa
sional watering, thesmaller se lectionswill stay be low 8’ (4-6’ inthe case of "Rivierorum’), the larger prob-
ably 10’, while shady conditions, richsoiland reg u lar water ing can dou ble their size. Theseareexcel lent
plants for screen ing and hedges, and thrive even when rootbound in con tain ers. About 15°F.

oldhamii. Clumpingtimberbam boo. Thoughstill mod er ate by the stan dards of sometrop i cal species,
thisiscer tainly as large abam boo as most gar den ers could de sire, reach ing 40-50” with age and forming
im pressiveclumps. Ithasthickdark greencanesagingyel lowishgreen, with conspicuousnodes and lus-
trous large, dark green leaves, lighter be neath. Hardy to around 20°, though plants have resprouted from
the base af ter harder freezes.

textilis. Weaver’s bamboo. This is one of the new objectsof consid erable attentionamong bamboo
buffs, due to its com bination of clump ing habitand rel ative har di ness. It grows from a tightly packed
(whichisnotnecessarilytosay, har row) base, with many arch ing culms 20-40’ highand up to2"indiame
ter. Theyare thin-walled and flexi ble enough to be widely used for bas kets and thatch ing, butstill reason
ably strong. The culms are at trac tively ex posed be low, with open sprays of rather stiff, deep greenleaves
above. Itisre putedly hardy to 15°F. or less.



ventricosa. Bud dha’s belly bam boo. In ter me di ate in scale be tween the last two spe cies, this one can
reach 40’ or more un der lush con di tions but usu ally stays much smaller. The bright green stemsfol lowa
some what zig zag course and may, in age or un der stress by ex po sure and drought, de velop gro t esque
swell ings be tween the nodes. The 6" leaves are bright green and softly shiny. In my mind, thisis the most
el e gant of all the bambusas. Hardy to 20°F. or less.

BORINDA boliana (previously listed as Himalayacalamus “intermedius™ ). This one seems to have puz zled
eventaxonomistsuntil veryrecently; whoknowswhether thiswill beits lastchange ofident ity. The plant
is in many respects similar to the blue bamboo (Drepanostachyum /Himalayacalamus falcatum). It forms
com pact clumps with erect stems, 15’ high or more on mature plants. Young stems ap pear to have been
dusted with blue chalk. Later they show a light blue-green over all. Wiry branch lets 1-2’ long hold airy
sprays of dark green 3-4" leaves. This should be come a pop u lar bam boo among coastal gar deners. It is
more sun tol er ant than other spe cies. Its har di ness is poorly tested; as sume about 25°F.

CHIMONOBAMBUSA Chinaand Japan. Run ning bam boos of vari able height, branch ing habit and fo-
liage, thoughallofthoseincultivationare highly ornamental. The twowhichfol lowmaybe grown insun
or light shade, in most soils with mod er ate to reg u lar wa ter ing. Hardy to 20°F or below.

marmorea. Mar bledbamboo. Oneofthesmallerspecies,generallyunder6’tall, thisonealso makesex-
ceptionally dense thickets useful for informal hedges. The arch ing stems are dark green changing to
nearly black. Youn ger shoots show lengths of bare stem al ter nat ing with pale, pink-striped bracts (when
they first emerge, they are also ed ible and sweet). The short branches are held nearly erect to cr e ate nar-
row brushes of shiny 3-5" leaves. The se lection ‘Variegata’hasirregu lar cream strip ing. The major draw-
back of this beau ti ful bam boois its pro penssity for in vad ing ad ja cent plantings, though it is much more
eas ily re moved than somePhyllostachysspe cies.

guadrangularis Square-stemmed bam boo. More stiffly erectand con sid er ably larger than the last (up
t0 20). Italso has rel atively thick stems, nearly square at the swol len nodes, and broad sprays of branches

car ry ing long, nar row, bright green leaves. An el e gant bam boo.

CHUSQUEA . Bam boos. Mex ico to south ern South Amer ica. An un usual group of clump ing Amer i can
bamboos, inhabiting both subtropical and temperate regions. Some are free standing, fountain-like
shrubs. Oth ers have long, flex i ble stems which snake over other shrubs and trees. Their most distinctive
featureisadensecircle of slen der branch lets, and some times larger branches from which newplants de-
velop, ateach of the up per nodes. Thisgivesthem nearly the ap pear ance of agi antEquisetum. They are el-
egant container subjects, though the size of the container needed will vary according to species and
selection. Sunorlightshade, reason ably well drained soil, reg u lar water ing. The fol lowing have re cov-
ered af ter bouts of 20-25°F, the se ver ity of the dam age de pend ing on the sud den ness of the freeze.

breviglumis. A sturdy bam boo with arch ing, dark green stems to 15’ or more. The nodes are en larged
and partly cir cled by brushes of mostly 6-12" branch lets. The leaves are small and brightgreenin color.

coronalis. Thisis de scribed in a pub li cation of the Amer i can Bam boo So ci ety as “pos si bly the most
beautifulbambooincultivation” (actually,therearequiteafewcontendersatthispoint). It clumps freely
but main tains a nar row base, fromwhich wand-like stems arch to 10-20’, of ten lean ing down to touch the
ground. Along the mid dle and up per nodes are sprays of wire-like branch lets car ry ing tiny bright green
leaves.

foliosa. This is one of the most dra matic of the chusqueas (or per haps of the bam boos in general). Itis a
ro bust plant, grow ing up to 15’ high, the sturdy culms stand ing bolt up right when young and gradually
archingoverwiththeweightofthe foliage. Each widely spaced node hasabroad cluster of 1-2’ branchlets
which form great puffs of nar row, dark green leaves, each up to 8" long. One would use this plantinthe
land scape much in the man ner of the larger bambusas, for ex am ple B. textilis Ithasendured tem pera-
tures of around 20°F. and may be har dier still.

pittieri . Thisspecieshasgainedconsiderable popularitysincethefloweringofanold plantatthe U.C.
Botanical Garden in Berkeley and subsequent pro duc tion of thou sands of seed lings. It hasgrace fully
arching stems and dense circles of drooping branchlets creating an almost continuous brush of soft,
bright green 2" leaves. This should prove to be one of the best of the clump ing bam boos for coastal gar -
dens.

DREPANOSTACHYUM. Hi malayas. A group of showy, clump ing bam boos, most of which have been
assigned to sev eral other gen eraat one time or an other. Now they are on the march again,and | will soon
have to change their list ing (Himalayacalamusistheir probable destination). They have graceful, slender
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branched stems bearing elegant sprays of narrow, deep to bright green leaves. All of them are easily
grown,thoughmostattractive withprotectionagainsthotafternoonsun. Mostsoils,modera tetoregular
water ing. Those listed be low are hardy to 20-25°F. when estab lished, though their ul ti mate lim itsare not
well tested.

falcatum (Himalayacalamus hookerianus). Blue bam boo. A plant of mod er ate growth to about 20, with
smooth, openly branched culms, col ored a stun ning, nearly tur quoise shade when young. They are also
marked with pur plish bands above and be low each node. The leaves are 5-8" long and rich, dark bluish
green in color.

falconeri (D. sengteeanum). This spe cies flow ered sev eral years ago, and many died, though not be fore
setting co pious seeds. Now we are able to of fer not just ran dom seed lings but some or namentally supe
rior formsfromthe newgeneration. Thisisaparticu larly grace ful spe cies, growingupto 15’ high. It has
slen der arch ing green stems and open sprays of nar row, nearly sickle-shaped, bright green leaves.

hookerianum (Himalayacalamus falconeri ‘Damarapa’). Candy-stripe bamboo. A taller spe cies, possibly
attain ing 30’ in the gar den. It is one of the most col or ful of the bam boos. The new culms are dark green
with both pink and yel low ish stripes, as well as pink ish bracts. Against these are set bil lowymasses of
vel vety deep green leaves, 4-7" long. Some leaves have a few nar row cream-yellow stripes, but this fea-
ture seems to come and go.

FARGESIA. Foun tain bam boo. A group of showy, clump ing bam boos mostly native to China. They are
typically of mod er ate size, be gin ning their new round of growth with spear-like, un branched shoots in
thefall. These form clusters of branch lets bear ing clouds of at tractive, brightgreento bluish green leaves
the fol low ing spring. They are eas ily grown in sun or shade near the coast but need some shad ing and
shelteringfromhot,drywindsinland. Mostsoils, mod eratetoregularwatering. Theyareamong the har-
diestofthe clumpingbamboos.

dracocephala. If you hap pen to own a gi ant panda and are won der ing what to feed it, this will do
nicely, as it does in the wild. Be yond that, itisan at trac tive or namen tal, grow ing 10-15" high. It makes
dense clumps of strong but slen der stems, dusted with white wax when young. The leaves are 2-4" long,
nar row and deep green in color. Itis one of the har di est of the ge nus, re port edly to be low 0°F.

fungosa (Borinda fungosa). This is a re cent ar rival from north east ern Yunnan, China. The plants were
raised from seeds gener ously pro vided by the late Dr. Xue Ji-ru of the South west ern For estry Col legeto
mem bers of the 1993 Yunnan Bam boo Ex pe di tion group. It grows 10-15’ tall, the stems erect at first but
bowed over, some times nearly to the ground, by masses of dark green 4-7" leaves. The cream to light pink
bractsonthe newshootsareanadded or namental feature. We have se lected for propagation individuals
with deep choco lateand maroon culmsand are of fer ing them un der these color designations. | would
guess it to be hardy to 15F. or less.

murielae (Thamnocalamus spathaceus, Sinarundinaria murielae). Um brella bam boo. China. A dense, slen
der stemmed bam boo grow ing 8’ or more tall. The branches carry broad sprays of light green 3-4" kaves,
givingadecidedly lacy ap pearance. Itisanexcel lent plant for large containers, though slow to get es tab-
lished. The original plants cul ti vated in Cal i for nia have been flow eringand de clining over the past sev-
eral years. How ever, we are now rais ing anew gener ation of seed lings. Fur ther se lec tionswill be made
from these. Hardy to 10°F. or less.

nitida (Sinarundinaria nitida). China. Thisiscer tainly one of the mostbeau ti ful of the bam boos, and well
suited in scale to the home gar den. It makes close thick ets of ex cep tion ally slen der pur plish stems, 6-12’
tall and well ex posed be low. Nar row leaves 2" to 3%2" long, col ored dark green above and brightbluish
greenbeneath, are presentedinlacy, opensprays. Adaptabletocontainersaswellastoprot ected spotsin
the open gar den. Too much sun, heat or drought causes the leaves to curl. Hardy to 0-10°F.

HIBANOBAMBUSA tranquillans. Among the most grace ful of the bam boos, Hibanobambusa is claimed
tobeahybrid genus, possiblyinvolvingspecies of Pseudosasaand Pleioblastus. The plants spread slowly
by rhizomes, with slender, arching, sparsely branched stems, usually 4-6’ high. The leaves are lance
shaped, up to 6" long, dark and softly shiny on their upper surface. ‘Shiroshima’ is an outstanding
cultivar. Its leaves are striped with yel low and cream-white. These are beau ti ful sub jects for containers
and ori en tal gar dens. Best with light shade, mod er ately well drained, non-alkaline soil, and moderateto
regularwatering.Probably hardyto10°F. or less.

HIMALAYACALAMUS (See also Drepanostachyum).Himalayan region. A group of elegant clumping
bam boos, some of which you may have known un der Drepanostachyum. Othersare newly discoveredand



de scribed. They make com pact, slowly spread ing col o nies. The stems are usu ally slen der but erect at
first, some times bowed out later into broad foun tains by the weight of the fo liage. They are often beau ti-
fully col ored, with contrasting mark ings at the nodes. There are sev eral to many slen der bran ch lets at
each node, car ry ing lacy sprays of nar row leaves. Most of them need some shad ing and pro tec tion from
wind to look their best. Rea son ably well drained, pref er a bly acid soil and con stant mois ture suit them
well. Har di ness will vary, though few of them will en dure hard freezes out side.

asper (Neomicrocalamus microphyllus). If you can get past fear of the name, you will find this to be one of
the most beau ti ful of all bam boos, pe riod. It forms well-behaved, many-stemmed clumps. From the per-
formance of my own plant at home, | will guess it to be ul ti mately 15-20’ tall. The stems are sken derand
heavily tinged with red when ma ture. The branches are up to 2’ long, open and airy, mak ing a lacy pre-
sentation of narrow, deep green 3" leaves. Its har di ness has been tested here only to the mid 20s; the final
minimumisunknown.

OTATEA acuminatavar. aztecorum. Mex ico. Mex i can weep ing bam boo. One of the most el e gant of all
bamboos. Ithasslender,archingstemsupto 10’ longinyounger plants,consid erably stouter and taller in
old, estab lished plants. They are widely branched and carry a thin veil of very nar row, bright g reen 3-6"
leaves. Thisisabeautiful subjectfor containers, al thoughitlooks fairly shabby (or may even be de cid u-
ous, given hard freezes) in win ter. Re cently all mate rial of the orig i nal clone in Cal i fomia flow ered, and
many died. From these have come thou sands of seed lings, and achance to make new se lections. ‘Chica’ (I
had a change of heart about an ear lier name) is a dwarf clone with many slen der stems from the base and
small, very nar row leaves. It should be ideal for small tubs, while the typ i cal form is an el egant plant for
largercontainers. Sunor (preferably) lightshade, reasonably well drained soil, mod er ate to reg u lar wa-
tering. Ul ti mately hardy to 18°F or less when es tab lished, though dam aged by any hard freeze.

PHYLLOSTACHYS .China,Japan,Himalayanregion. Theseinclude per hapsthecommonestbamboo of
thetrade( P.aurea), someofthelargestofthe timberbamboos,and avariety of lesser-known, highly or na-
men tal spe cies of var i ous shapes and sizes. They are of the run ning type, butto ahighly variabledegree.
The main stems are usually some what zig zag in growth, flat tened or chan neled on al ter nate sides be-
tween the nodes, and car ry ing 2-3 ma jor branches at each up per node. The leaves of ten have a lush, de-
ceptivelytropical ap pearance. Cul turevaries, thoughmostthrive insunor shade, mostsoils, and a wide
variety ofwateringand feed ing re gimes. The fol low ing are hardy to 10°F. or less.

aurea. Goldenbam boo. We grow thisold favor ite in re sponse to pop u lar de mand, though withreser -
vations. Itisone of the spe cies most re sponssi ble for the bam boos’ rep utation asfear someinvaders. The
typicalformmakesim penetrablethickets—wonderful forbarriersandgianthedges,anight mare to con-
trol in the smaller gar den. The culms are up to 20’ tall and 2’ in di am e ter. They are bright green when
young butgrad u ally change to adull gold. The branches bear gen er ous sprays of 2-4” leaves, da rk green
un der ideal con di tions but pale and yel low ish un der stress. More in ter est ing are some se | e cted forms
withunusualfeatures.'Koi’ isdistin guished by dark green grooves onan oth er wisetypical, golden stem.
oF.

aureosulcata. Golden groove bamboo. Anextremely hardy spe cieswith sev eral featuresof interest. It
may reach 30’, though itis usu ally much less. The stems are rel atively slen der and of ten follow a zig zag
course. Be tween each pair of nodes runs a golden yel low groove. Leaves are up to 6" long, nar row and
softly shiny. The varietyalataissimilarbuthasadistinctly zig zag pat tern of growth. The groovesare col-
ored green in stead of gold. ‘Spectabilis’ is about what the name im plies—an ex cep tion ally showy se lec-
tion. The stems are patterned in reverse of the typical form, golden overall with deep green grooves.
Below O°F.

bambusoides. Madake. This is the classic timber bamboo. It is moderate in growth and inno-
cent-looking when young but can even tu ally reach a height of 70’ and astem diam e ter of 6". Fatunately,
inour climate itis usually much smaller. It has el e gant bright green stems with con spic u ous rings at the
nodes, and large, softly shiny leaves. ‘Castillon’(‘Castillonis’, castillonii) is a selected clone growing
about 30’ tall, smaller than typ i cal forms but still im pres sive. The stems are up to 2" in di a meter,golden
yellow over all with strik ing dark green grooves. It has the same tow ers of lush, dark leaves as other
forms.We havealsoreceivedaselection, identified only asoftheP. bambusoidescom plex, per hapsaform
ofP. vivaxoranotherre lated spe cies. Ithassmaller leaves butoth erwise, nearlyidentical features totyp
cal P. bambusoides. The se lection long knownas‘ Slender Crookstem’ isconsiderablysmallerthantypical
P. bambusoides, with many slen der stems. These grow in a marked zig zag pat tern. About O°F.



dulcis. Sweetshoot bam boo. This bam boo is val ued for its sweet shoots, which have lit tle of the bitt er

substancescom mon in other spe cies. Itgrows as much as 40’ high, with green stems over 2" indiameter. It
makes large, at trac tive brushes of deep green leaves up to 5" long. Be low O’F.

mannii (cv. ‘Mannii’?). An In dian spe cies of dis tinct habit. It makes dense hedge-like thick ets, with
rather slen der, well-branched stems 15-20° high. The leaves are dark green, nar row and up to 6" long. The
whole plant has a bright, clean look and is valu able for screens and nat u ral hedges. 10°F. or less.

nigra. Black bam boo. One of the best-known and best-loved of the bam boos. It forms large thick ets of
8-20’ stems, each greenwhenyoung, be coming polished and nearly blackinage. The branchesarch grace-
fully, presentingopenspraysofdark green leavesupto5"long. These lection ‘Bory’ has stiffer, straighter
culmswith brown spot ting which cre ates ator toise shell pattern."Henon’ (henonis) is more like one of the
tim ber bam boos, with grey ishgreenculmsupto 50’ highand 3” indiameter. Allare hardy toaround O’F.

[praecox]. The brack etsin di cate some questionaboutitsidentity. Asayoung plant, itisdistin guished
by its pro fuse habit, re sulting in dense thick ets, and slen der, well branched stems. Ifitistruly P.praecox, it
should reach about 30’ in height, with stems up to 3" in di am e ter. The young shoots should be ed ibleand
choice. Theleavesareabout4"long, darkand shiny. Withan nual division,itmakesaveryatt ractive spec
i men for tubs. Al lowed to roam, itis an im pres sive bam boo for the open gar den. Prob a bly 0-10°F.

pubescens( heterocycla, edulis). Mosobam boo. Eventually one ofthe truly gi gantic tim ber bam boos (up
to 70’), Moso is rel a tively re strained in its youth. It makes a thick hedge of slen der, in tricately branched
stems with short, broad, sat iny leaves. Along the ul ti mate branch lets, each node has a white, waxy ring
andacol lar of short, bristly hairs. I have se lected some of the most prom is ing plants from two large seed
ling batches and de cided to name one for dis tri bu tion. Thisis‘Shining Light’ ,distinguished by partic u
larly large, bright green, very shiny leaves. All are elegant sub jects for large tubs, as well as the open
garden,andamongthe hardiestbamboos.

viridis (mitis) ‘RobertYoung’. Avigorous grower, form ing thick ets of 15-30’ stems, each bright green
whenyoung, ag ing yel low-green with darker green stripes. They are well-branched above to make alush
dis play of shiny 3-5" leaves. The fo liage color is best in light shade.

PLEIOBLASTUS. Chinaand Ja pan. Thisis the new re pos i tory for most of the bam boos you thought you
knew as Arundinaria. They are variablein size and spread, though most are capable of forminglarge
thickets, smoth er ing nearly any other plant in their path. The best rem edy is usu ally ei ther drought or
con tain ment in large tubs or planter boxes. They have rather slen der stems, branched above to di splay
sprays of or namen tal lance shaped leaves. They thrive in sun or part shade (the var ie gated types should
be shaded in hot-summer ar eas), in most soils, with mod er ate wa ter ing. Har di ness var ies as shown.

argenteostriatus (Arundinaria argenteostriata). The most delicately tex tured of the spe cies we have
grown to date. It has very slen der, pro fusely branched stems, 3’ tall or less, and sprays of small, heavily
cream-striped leaves. 10°F. or less.

chino . AlJap anese spe cieswith stems 6-12" high and leaves up to 10" long in wild forms; most of thehor-
ticulturalselectionsareconsiderablysmaller. The stemsare branched above, pre senting broad sprays of
attractive leaves. The leaves are smooth and deep green above, lighter and some times hairy be neath. The
cultivar ‘Murakamianus’ is al leged to grow as much as 10’ high (I think a more rea son able max i mum
hereis5’). Ithas 3" leaves which emerge mostly cream-colored, be com ing mostly green with white stripes
as they mature. ‘Akebono’shifts grad u ally from cream in new growth to deep green in mature leaves.
0°F. or less.

distichus (pygmaeus var. distichus Sasa disticha). Dwarf fernleaf bamboo. De ceptivelydelicateinap
pear ance, thisisapotentially fear some spreader, best keptin strong-walled containers. Itgrows 1-2” high
and hasslender stems, branched above. Dark, nar row 2-3" leaves are neatly setin op pos ing rows,elegant
inef fect. 10°F. or less.

gramineus (Arundinaria graminea ). An other finely tex tured bam boo, re putedly growing to 12’ but usu
ally much less. The stems are slen der though nearly erect, bear ing rows of very nar row, grass like leaves,
4-8" long, near their tips. It makes an at trac tive, filmy screen and an el e gant sub ject for large tubs. About
10°F.

hindsii ‘“Yasui’. A sol dierly-looking bam boo, mak ing thick ets of straight, stout stems 10’ or more in
height. The youn ger stems have a chalky grey-green sur face when the pale bracts fall away. The larger
stems are branched mostly along their up per third, ex pos ing the stems well. Neatly lin ing the branches
are dark, straight, nar row leaves up to 8" long.



linearis . This is similarto P. gramineus, above, grow ing 8-12" high. The leaves are lon ger, stiffer and
darker in color.

simonii (Arundinaria simonii). Medake. With straight, slen der stems reach ing 10-20’, this is one of the
mostim pressive of the group. Neat rows of nar row, dark green 4-8" leaves line the up per stems. We have
traditionally grown both the typ i cal form and the se lec tion ‘Heterophyllus’ (also sold as *Variegatus’,
whichproperlybelongstoanotherclone). Thelatterhasnarrowerleaves,irregularlystriped with cream.
Both have flowered inthe last sev eral years, and our mate rial of the typ i cal form be longs to the new seed-
linggeneration. Theshootswhichap pearedafterfloweringon ‘Heterophyllus’ haveall losttheirvariega-
tion. O°F.

variegatus. A dense thicket for mer with erect 1-2’, sparsely branched stems. The 4" leaves are ir reg u -
larly striped with cream. -10°F.

viridistriatus (Arundinariaviridistriata, A. auricoma). This plant much re sem bles the last but has some-
what lon ger (up to 6") leaves, striped with light and dark green and bright golden-yellow. The yellow
portionsgrad ually shifttogreenasthe leaves mature and are shaded by oth ersstillyoun ger. Thevariety
chrysophyllusisparticularly beautiful. Ithasunstripedleaves,solidly goldenyellowinnewgrowth.0°F.

PSEUDOSASAjaponica. Metakearrowbamboo.Japan. Oneofthe har diestofthebamboos, withseveral
highly or namen tal features. It makes dense thick ets of slen der, erect stems, usu ally 5-10’ tall. The lower
por tions of the stems are cov ered with pale tan bracts. The up per bear clus ters of glossy, deep green,
droop ing leaves up to 1’ long. The vari ety tsutsumiana is smaller and more slen der in all its parts. Both
make fine speci mensinlarge tubsand may be used as nat u ral fencesand hedges. They are se rously inva-
sive only un der the lush est con di tions, in mild cli mates. Sun or part shade, most soils, mod e ratewater-
ing. Hardy to around O°F.

QIONGZHUEA tumidinoda. West ern China. A most un usual bam boo, per haps not quite at home here

butworth fussing over abit. It might be de scribed as “loosely clump ing, slowly spread ing to make small
thick ets. The stemsrise toaheightof8-20’and areuptoaninchindiameter. Their strik ing feature is their
much-expanded, disk-like nodes. They have been used for many years in Chinaas or namen tal walki ng
sticks. There are three branches at each node, with nar row, pointed, deep green leaves. The up persurface
of each leaf is at trac tively shiny. An un for tu nate trait, even in our mild cli mate on the coast, is that the

leavesdie backalittle way from the tips and look be drag gled un til the spring flush of new growth. How-
ever, the plants are re put edly hardy to 10°F. or less.

SASA . East Asia. A large group of bam boos, al though most of the ma te rial once sold un der this nameis
now in cluded in Pleioblastus or Indocalamus (see these list ings). They be long to the “run ning” cat e gory,
forming dense, broad thick ets by means of un der ground rhi zomes. This makes them use ful in informal
hedges and in fill ing large empty spaces, but re quires that they be re strained in mixed plantings. They
have slen der stems with one or a few branches at each node, and large, broad, conspicuouslyveined
leaves. Sun or part shade, most soils, mod er ate to reg u lar wa ter ing. Hardy to 0°F or less.

kurilensis. Re putedly the har diestofall bam boos, com ing from the Kuril Islands and other parts of Ja-
pan and Ko rea. It makes quickly spread ing thick ets, with pro fusely branched stems 3-8’ high. An inter-
esting feature is the prom i nent band of white wax at each node. The leaves are 3-8" long, deepgreen and
shiny above, paler be neath.

megalophylla. Karl Bareisonce gave meaflowering plantofavar ie gated clone of thisspeciestorevive.
Thedoctor’sbesteffortsfailed, butseveral seedssprouted, yield ingsome very attractive,thoughentirely
green leaved, seed lings. All are quite dense, with shorter rhi zomes than the other large leaved sasas. The
stems arch out for a fountainlike ef fect. The leaves are up to 5" long, rel a tively broad, dark and softly
shiny. We have dubbed the most com pact clone “Densa’. These should be beau ti ful sub jects for tubs.

palmata var.nebulosa. Highlyornamental,though—Ilamtold—potentiallyafearsomeinvader.Ithas
slen der stems up to 8’ tall, stand ing quite erect and clothed in pale tan bracts. Broad, ta pered leaves 1’ or
more long, dark green and softly shiny above, are clus tered near the branch tips. It makes a beautiful
specimenfortubsand otherconfined spacesbut probably should notbeturnedloose inthe opengarden.

tessellata. See Indocalamus tessellatus.

veitchii. Asmaller (under3’)butmorevigorouslyspreading plant. Theshiny, dark greenleaves, upto
8" long, dry around the mar gins in fall and win ter giv ing an at trac tive var ie gated ef fect.



SASAELLA masamuneana forma albostriata (also seen as masamuneana var. albostriata). Anel e gant
small bam boo, whose ge nus name liter ally means, “lit tle sasa”. It seems less vig or ous than most of the
sasas but spreads in the same man ner, by un der ground rhi zomes. The stems are erect, rising 1'to 3’ (6’ in
the ABSSource List), and attractively covered whenyoungwithawhite, waxy pow der. Each bearssev eral
leaves up to 6" long, shiny and dark green above with cream col ored mar gins and some ir reg u larcream
strip ing else where. Itis ertainly one of the pret ti est dwarf bam boos | have seen. Sun or (preferably) part
shade, mostsoils, mod er ate to oc casional wa ter ing. Prob a bly hardy to 10°F or less.
SEMIARUNDINARIAfastuosa. Narihirabamboo.Japan. Aslowlyspreading, controllablebamboo, use-
ful asasin gle specimen or in hedges and screens. It grows 10-25’ tall, de pend ing on cul tural conditions,
with straight, sturdy, dark green stems. The stems take on dra matic red tints when ex posed to the sun.
They have many rather short branches above, cre at ing dis tinct col umns. The branch lets thicklyset with
dark, shiny 3-6" leaves. Sun or shade, most soils, mod er ate wa ter ing. Hardy to O°F. or less.

SHIBATAEA kumasaca (S. kumasasain many texts). Ja pan. A beau ti ful small bam boo, of fi cially of the
runningcategory butofvery mod er ate growth (“walking”, per haps?). Ithasslender stemsgenerallyun
der 3’ tall, closely branched and densely clothed with dark green, pointed-oval leaves, 3-4" long. It is one
of the most at trac tive of the bam boos for con tain ers. Sun or part shade near the coast, part shadeinland,
well drained soil, mod er ate to reg u lar water ing. Hardy to 10°F or less.

SINOBAMBUSA tootsik forma albostriata (‘Variegata’). China. A thicketing bam boo (of fi cially, “run
ning”, butthis does notcon vey the density of the col o nies). The culmsare cy lindricalandup to 1%2” in di-
ameter, rising 15-30’. They are well branched above, with thick sprays of rather stiff, nar rowleaves. These
are 3-5" long, shiny above, dark in back ground with cream-yellow stripes. It is use ful as a tall screen or
hedge, and abeau ti ful speci menin large tubs. Sun or light shade, most soils, reg u lar wa ter ing. Hardy to
10-15°F.
THAMNOCALAMUS. Himalaya, South Africa. Asmall group of clump ing bam boos, each with un usual
ornamental features. Their stemshave decorative pale bractsand gener ousspraysofslender branch lets
atthe nodes. The leaves have ano tice ably check ered pat tern of vein ing. The fol low ing are well-behaved
bamboosforindividual display, screensand hedges. Both thrive insun or shade near the coast, part shade
inland, inanyreasonablywelldrainedsoil, withmoderatewatering. Theirhardinessisas shownbe low.
aristatus. Himalayas. Thisisan un usual clump ing bam boo, makingerect, nar row thick ets. The stems
areslenderand openly branched, grow ing 8-15’ high. The lower stems are ex posed and show closedying,
pale bractsagainstalightgreen back ground. They take onanat trac tive red dish castin the sun. Theupper
por tions dis play sprays of dark, nar row 3-5" leaves. Hardy to 10°F. or less.

tessellatus. South Af rica. This is a some what stiffer plant, with straight 10-20’ stems. These pres enta
strik ing con trast be tween dark green or pur plish internodes and pale grey ish tan bracts, which nearly
cover the youn ger branch lets. The leaves are up to 5" long and rather stiff. They are prom i nently veined,
deep green above and blue-green be neath. 15°F. or less.

YUSHANIA maling. Himalaya. If you are a long-time bam boo en thu si ast, you prob a bly first knew the
Mex icanweep ing bam boo (nowOtatea aztecorum) as Yushania. Times and tax on omy have changed, and
the yushanias are now all plants of South and East Asia (and un der heavy con ten tion be tween Chinese
and Eu ro pean bot a nists). This one is a clump ing bam boo, grow ing 10-30” high. The stems stand erect,
with a no tice ably rough tex ture and pale bracts which last for sev eral years. The leaves are 4-7" long,
rather stiff, nar row and dark in color. Though it lacks the grace of some of the fargesias, this can be ause ful
bamboo for tall screens and well-behaved hedges. Hardy to 20°F. or less (how much less is not well
tested).



