
Suncrest Nurs eries Inc.
Underappreciated Plants

When ever life at Suncrest gets a lit tle har ried, we try to re mind our selves of the joys of work ing with a
con tin ual pa rade of new and beau ti ful plants. There are al ways new risks to keep things ex cit ing, new cul -
tural prob lems to work out, and the sus pense of pre sent ing some thing dif fer ent to the gar de n ing pub lic.
There is also a down side, of course. In the midst of this same pa rade, it is hard for any one to fo cus clearly
on ev ery new or un fa mil iar plant. Some out stand ing spe cies and cultivars never quite re ceive the at ten -
tion they de serve.

The pages that fol low are de voted to a few of these underappreciated plants. We hope you’ll take the time
to look them over and, if some thing strikes your fancy, give it a try. You won’t be sorry.
MNS and GH

Ex otic Trees and Shrubs
CHIMONANTHUS praecox. Winter sweet. China. It is al ways sur pris ing to find a plant which flow ers
reg u larly in the depths of win ter. To find one this beau ti ful is a real joy. Though ig nored in Cal i for nia for
many years, it now seems to be find ing an ap pre cia tive au di ence once again. This is a well-branched
shrub, grow ing as much as 15’ high and wide but usu ally about half that size. It has at trac tive pale bark,
hid den dur ing the grow ing sea son by glossy lance-shaped leaves, 4-8" long. Small, clus tered buds ap pear
along the stems as the leaves yel low and drop in late fall, then de velop into cupped, waxy, won d er fully
fra grant blos soms on bare stems. The first se lec tion we tried was re ceived as ‘Grandiflorus’ but seems
more likely to be ‘Luteo-grandiflorus’. It has in tensely fra grant, light yel low flow ers with tiny pur ple
dots, nearly an inch across (‘Grandiflorus’ gen er ally an swers this de scrip tion but should be less fra grant
and show some clear pur ple strip ing, which this does not). ‘Concolor’  has uni formly yel low flow ers of
sim i lar size. I am tempted to say that ev ery gar den de serves one of these lovely shrubs, ex cept that I
would hate to see them as com mon as pho tinias. Sun or light shade, most soils, mod er ate to reg u lar wa ter -
ing. Hardy to 0-10

o
F.

CRINODENDRON. Chile, Ar gen tina. This is a ge nus of only two shrub-trees, both of them highly or na -
men tal and un usual in their fea tures. Both are up right in their main axis, with widely spread i ng branches
closely lined by nar row, leath ery leaves. The flow ers are long-lasting, and their suc ces sion lasts for many
weeks. They nod grace fully along the stems, hold ing their waxy pet als closely to gether. These are beau ti -
ful plants for coastal gar dens but need shad ing and pro tec tion against hot, dry winds in the in  te rior. They
also re quire well drained, pref er a bly acid soil and con stant mois ture (though they ac tu ally use only mod -
est quan ti ties of wa ter for their size). They are hardy to around 15oF.

hookerianum. Lan tern tree. Chile. It is hard to fathom why this beau ti ful tree has been nearly ab sent
from Cal i for nia gar dens. It grows at a mod er ate pace to 10-30’ tall. The sturdy branches are neatly lined by 
nar row, shin ing, very dark green leaves, about 3" long in this se lec tion, and rolled down along the mar -
gins. Long-stalked, pen dant flower buds ap pear all along the stems in fall, grad u ally de vel op ing into
dark red 1" lan terns, each last ing sev eral weeks. This is a choice plant for con tain ers, as we ll as for fea -
tured, if some what pro tected, spots in the open land scape.

patagua. Lily of the val ley tree. This spe cies is de scribed in some texts as a smaller tree than the last,
though it is clearly more vig or ous and pre sum ably larger here. The cur rent se lec tion has a strong, straight
main trunk and nearly hor i zon tal branches. The leaves are roughly oval in form, dark green and shiny
above, grey-green be neath. White 1" bells hang on stalks of equal length, all along the youn ger b ranches,
through the sum mer months. I can not think of a sim i lar dis play in the world of woody plants.
EDGEWORTHIA. Himalaya, China. Shrubby Daphne al lies with a va ri ety of un usual and en dear ing fea -
tures. They have rel a tively few, thick trunks and branches, cov ered with pa pery bark which, in one spe -
cies (E. papyrifera) is ac tu ally used in the man u fac ture of art pa pers. Clus tered mostly near the ends of the
branches are large nar row-oval to lance-shaped leaves. Tight, nod ding bud clus ters de velop at the ma ture 
shoot tips in fall, the buds ex pand ing in suc ces sion into silky, tu bu lar flow ers which open just at the tips.
The flow ers are de light fully fra grant, though of a dif fer ent blend than the daphnes. These are for est
plants. Though they thrive in full sun near the coast, they should have both af ter noon shade and pro tec -
tion from hot, dry winds in land. They re quire well drained, acid soil and con stant mois ture, though they
do not ac tu ally use large quan ti ties of wa ter. Hardy to around 10

o
F.
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chrysantha. This is the spe cies most of ten grown. It is a stout plant, with sev eral widely branched
trunks from the base, grow ing 3-6’ high. The leaves are up to 6" long and rather nar row. They are col ored
deep green above, grey-green be low. The flow ers have in trigu ing sil very hairs along the tubes.  The “face” 
is typ i cally bright yel low. ‘Gold Rush’ (COPF) is a beau ti ful se lec tion with ex cep tion ally long, trop i -
cal-looking leaves and the typ i cal gold-faced flow ers. ‘Rubra’ is even more un usual with its smaller,
darker leaves and bright or ange red tips on the flow ers.
HEPTACODIUM miconioides. China. An in ter est ing small tree of the hon ey suckle fam ily. It holds its
branches nearly erect, form ing a nar row can opy. Lin ing the youn ger stems are pointed-oval, con spic u -
ously three-veined leaves up to 6" long. In sum mer it pro duces paired clus ters of small white fra grant
flow ers at the shoot tips. The se pals per sist and be come pur plish red and showy as the small seed cap sules 
de velop. Sun or light shade, well drained non-alkaline soil, con stant mois ture. Hardy to be low 0oF.
HYPERICUM ‘Hidcote’. Plants in the ge nus Hypericum have fallen from fa vor in re cent times, but the
adapt able na ture of ‘Hidcote’ makes it a valu able shrub in many sit u a tions. It is able to com pete with tree
roots, and will ing to put out glossy 3" bright yel low flow ers in late spring, with scat tered flow ers through
the sum mer, per form ing well in sun or par tial shade. A neat ap pear ance is main tained in all sea sons, and
it is hardy to at least 10

o
F.

INDIGOFERA. Wide spread, mainly in the trop ics and sub trop ics. This is an im mense group of the pea
fam ily, to tal ling about 700 spe cies and in clud ing plants from an nu als to trees. Those of in ter est here are
shrubs from more tem per ate re gions. They have di vided leaves, like many other peas, and clus ters of
small, rather typ i cal pea-flowers, of ten showy en masse. The fol low ing thrive with sun or light shade, rea -
son ably well drained soil, and mod er ate wa ter ing. They should be hardy to 15 oF. or less, ex cept as noted.

aus tra lis. Aus tra lia. A grace ful, arch ing shrub, grow ing 3’ to oc ca sion ally 10’ high. The stems may be
bright green or tinged with red. Spaced along them are feath ery leaves up to 4" long. Borne in their axils in
sum mer and fall are nar row clus ters of beau ti ful 1/2" flow ers, vary ing from light pink to red dish pur ple
in color. Prob a bly 20

o
F. or less.

heterantha. This is a de cid u ous shrub, prob a bly grow ing 6-8’ high and wide in the cur rent form. It is
well-branched, with rather stiff stems and airy grey-green leaves. Through the sum mer and well into fall,
the plants are dot ted with short, dense clus ters of 1/2" flow ers, deep pur plish pink in this un named se lec -
tion.
LONICERA syringantha ‘Grandiflora’. A shrubby spe cies, grow ing around 6’ tall, with greater spread.
Closely set along the stems are pairs of small blu ish green leaves. In sum mer in tensely fra grant, rose pink
blos soms are paired all along the youn ger stems. Prob a bly 0oF.
LYONIA lucida (x  mariana?). East ern U.S. This was re ceived as L. mariana  but seems to have fea tures of
both spe cies. It is a grace ful rel a tive of Pieris and Gaultheria, mak ing a foun tain of arch ing branches up to 5’ 
high. Closely lin ing them are leath ery ev er green dark green, pointed-oval leaves 1" to nearly 3 " long. The
new growth is painted in bronze to scar let. In spring many arch ing, leafy clus ters of pieris-lik e blos soms
dec o rate the plant. They vary in color from nearly white with a pink ish base to bright pink with darker
mark ings. This is a beau ti ful shrub, thriv ing in the con di tions pro vided for aza leas–sun or shade near the
coast, light shade in land, acid well drained soil and mod er ate to reg u lar wa ter ing. Hardy to 0oF. or less.
MICHELIA. South and South east Asia. Ev er green mag no lia al lies with at trac tive, of ten shiny fo liage and
fra grant white to yel low flow ers, nes tled among the leaves. They in clude some of the most or n a men tal of
all flow er ing trees. The fol low ing should have rea son ably well drained, fer tile and non-alkaline soil and
con stant mois ture. Away from the coast, they should be pro tected from hot, dry winds. Hardy as de -
scribed be low.

maudiae . This is sim ply one of the most beau ti ful trees I have ever seen. It grows per haps 20-30’ high in
cul ti va tion, vary ing in form from bushy and up right-oval to more spread ing and open. The leaves are
broadly oval, up to 6” long and beau ti fully col ored–usu ally dark blu ish green above and a strik ing chalky
blue be neath. The flow ers are quite vari able in size, but in the better forms (which, nat u rally, we are
reselecting from seed ling batches as they bloom), they are up to 6” broad (8" in one case here) and breath -
tak ing in their beauty. The wide, ta pered pet als are snow-white, some times with pink shad ing at the base.
As if this were not enough, the flow ers can be de li ciously fra grant, sug gest ing win ter green and other
fruits and spices. This spe cies thrives in full sun near the coast but should have af ter noon shad ing in the
in te rior. It is hardy to 20oF. or less, pos si bly much less.
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yunnanensis. A few years ago I was pleased to re ceive a batch of seed lings of this michelia from Roger
Warner. How ever, I was not quite pre pared for the re sults. This is an ex tremely vari able large shrub or
small tree, with habit rang ing from strongly up right through dome-shaped to pros trate, even in this one
seed ling batch. The leaves are like a broader, thicker and darker vari ant of those of the ba nana shrub, M.
figo, and al most equally glossy. The flow ers, how ever, are quite dis tinct. They are broadly cupped to
wide-open and range from a lit tle over an inch to three inches broad, with a vari able num ber of seg ments.
Color ranges from cream to snow-white. Their sweet fra grance is also dis tinct, per haps more like gar de -
nias than the lemon-and-banana mix of M. figo. They are also borne at ev ery node along the youn ger
stems. The main show ar rives in mid-spring, and a scat ter ing per sists over much of the sea son. I have al -
ready made se lec tions from the ini tial batch, in clud ing one with won der ful broad-petalled 3" blos soms.
These plants are clearly har dier than cur rently cul ti vated forms of M. figo, and not prone to that spe cies’
sud den de fo li a tion af ter the first blast of win ter.
MITRARIA coccinea. Shade is the pre ferred hab i tat of this scram bling shrub from south ern Ar gen tina
and Chile. It sends out long stems with widely spaced dark green, some what glossy leaves. Stems can
reach more than 6’, and bright red “gold fish” style flow ers ap pear along the branches in sum mer. Fer tile,
some what acid soil is best for good growth, with reg u lar to mod er ate wa ter. Hardy to 15oF. or less.
ZENOBIA pulverulenta. East ern U. S. A stocky shrub of the heath fam ily, Growing about 3’ high and at
least 4’ broad. Closely set around the stems are broad, 1-3" leaves with a strik ing, chalky grey-green sur -
face. These are ev er green in mild cli mates, de cid u ous af ter re ally hard frosts. In sum mer and early fall, it
dis plays small clus ters of pure white, lan tern-shaped flow ers, much larger than those of Pieris and
Gaultheria. This is a fine lit tle shrub for light ing up drab cor ners of the gar den. It thrives in sun or light
shade near the coast, per haps part shade in land, with rea son ably well drained, acid soil as for the less
fussy aza leas, and mod er ate wa ter ing. It is hardy to 0-5

o
F.

Cal i for nia Na tive Shrubs

ATRIPLEX lentiformis ssp. lentiformis (for merly ssp. breweri). Big saltbush. The salt bush es are a group
of rug ged shrubs in hab it ing (as you might guess from the com mon name) some un usual hab i tats, like salt 
and al kali flats. Some are too plain or scruffy to en tice most gar den ers. How ever some, like this one, are
gen u inely or na men tal and un de mand ing plants. Big saltbush is a sub stan tial shrub, of ten 6-8’ high and of 
even wider spread. It has sturdy, closely branched trunks, the stems neatly set with broad grey-green
leaves, ½” - 2" long. The petal-less flow ers are in con spic u ous. Big saltbush is par tic u larly use ful as a back -
ground shrub, fill ing large ar eas with pleas ing grey fo liage and mak ing an at trac tive foil for smaller,
darker-leaves shrubs and flow er ing perennials. Sun (though it tol er ates light shade), most soils, mod er ate 
to oc ca sional wa ter ing. Hardy to 10oF. or less.
CERCOCARPUS betuloides. Moun tain ma hog any. A shrub or small tree of the rose fam ily, grow ing six
feet to over twenty feet high. The trunks are well-branched, of ten with sil very bark. Spaced along them
are dark, more or less ev er green leaves, oval to nearly round in out line and up to 1½” long. Small
petal-less flow ers are clus tered in the leaf axils; though in con spic u ous, they are fol lowed by seed cap sules 
with glis ten ing silky “tails”. A fine “char ac ter shrub” for sunny spots with rea son ably well-drained soil.
Drought-tolerant and hardy, in our ma te rial, to 10 oF or less.
HOLODISCUS. Cream bush. West ern U. S. to South Amer ica. A group of slen der-stemmed shrubs of the
rose fam ily, with sev eral or na men tal fea tures. Those listed here are Cal i for nia na tives, vary ing con sid er -
ably in habit and scale. Both have pic tur esque trunks and at trac tive grey-brown bark. Both have toothed,
deeply and neatly veined leaves, deep to bright green dur ing the grow ing sea son and col or ing b eau ti fully 
be fore drop ping in fall. Drooping clus ters of tiny white flow ers are car ried at the shoot tips in late spring
and sum mer. They take on at trac tive rusty hues af ter the flow ers fade and hang on un til late fall. These are 
at trac tive both for nat u ral iz ing and as spec i men shrubs. They have year-round in ter est, which in cludes
their twiggy frame work in win ter. Both thrive in sun or light shade and well drained soils, with mod er ate
to oc ca sional wa ter ing once they are es tab lished. Their har di ness var ies.

dis color. Ocean spray. This spe cies is a fre quent sight in the hills and can yons of coastal Cal i for nia,
though its range ex tends also to Brit ish Co lum bia and Mex ico. It grows gen er ally up right, t o about 8’ in
our ma te rial, with grace ful, slightly con torted branches. The leaves are broadly oval to nearly round in
out line and 1-3" long. The flower clus ters ex tend to as much as 10". This is a sub stan tial shrub but one eas -
ily pruned and shaped as de sired. Hardy to 10

o
F. or less.
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microphyllus. Rock spiraea. This is a high moun tain na tive, spread ing to nearly mat ting in habit. The
furry leaves are from un der 1/4" to about an inch long, the flower clus ters up to 3" and quite de nse. Both
the old clus ters and leaves make a strik ing sight in fall. This is one for banks and other ex posed spots with
ex cel lent soil drain age. It is small and pretty enough for larger rock gar dens. Hardy to well be low 0

o
F.

MALACOTHAMNUS. Cal i for nia, both Alta and Baja. Na tive shrubs of the mal low fam ily, in ter est ing for
both fo liage and flow ers. Sev eral make size able thick ets from un der ground stems and roots. In di vid ual
shoots are usu ally erect and well branched. The leaves, like those of so many mal lows, are usu ally lobed
and more or less ma ple-like in out line. Both leaves and stems may be hairy, giv ing the plants a pleas ant
grey ish cast. Five pet alled flow ers of the typ i cal mal low form, with cen tral tubes and brushes of sta mens,
are pre sented in clus ters, mostly in sum mer. Com mon col ors are white and pink. These are tough, adapt -
able plants, es pe cially use ful on banks and other ex posed sites. Their chief draw back is a ten dency to pop
up un in vited in nearby plantings (they are eas ily rogued out). Sun, most soils, mod er ate to oc ca sional wa -
ter ing. Har di ness var ies.

fasciculatus ‘Casitas’. This is a plant I en coun tered near Lake Casitas, in Ventura County, mak ing
ghostly grey puffs in the chap ar ral. It grows strongly erect, with grey-hairy stems and sharply lobed grey
leaves up to 4" long. In late sum mer and fall, long stalks with well-separated bud clus ters ex tend from the
shoot tips. Each bud un folds into a cupped, upfacing 1-1½" blos som of ex qui site sil very pink. Prob a bly
hardy to 15

o
F. or less.

fremontii. A widely rang ing, highly vari able plant. The cur rent un named se lec tion is bushy and up -
right-oval in form, each main shoot grow ing 4-6’ high and 3-4’ broad. Be fore long, new shoots ap pear
from the ground, and even tu ally a broad col ony is formed. The in di vid ual branches are rather slen der
and arch ing, with grey-felted 2-3" leaves. From July to Oc to ber it car ries loose wands of beau ti ful cupped, 
upfacing, sil very pink flow ers, each about 1½" broad, at the branch tips. Hardy to 10oF. or less,
resprouting eas ily af ter dam age to the tops.

palmeri . Santa Lu cia bush mal low. This is the least shrubby of the group in Cal i for nia. Each plant
produces sev eral heavy stems from the base, form ing a dome up to 8’ high. The leaves may be nearly
smooth or hairy on the up per sur face, hairy and paler be neath, and up to 3" broad. The 1½" flow ers are
borne in broad clus ters from  April to July. Flower color is typ i cally rose pink, though it var ies to pure
white. We of fer both forms.

Santa Lu cia bush mal low lacks some of the grace of other spe cies. How ever, it makes a good mass of fo -
liage over all, and the flow ers are un de ni ably lovely. It has been fairly easy to grow, with a lit tle more wa -
ter than is re quired by spe cies of the in te rior.
RHAMNUS. Buckthorn. Wide spread. A large group of trees and shrubs, many of them with spine-tipped 
twigs. Most have pointed-oval to lance shaped leaves, of ten quite dec o ra tive. Flowers are small and gen -
er ally in con spic u ous, borne in small clus ters in the leaf-axils. How ever, the ber ries which fol low can be
quite showy. Most are rug ged and eas ily grown, and have a va ri ety of uses. Sun or light shade, rea son -
ably well drained soil, oc ca sional wa ter ing when es tab lished. Hardy to 10oF. or less.

tomentella. This spe cies in cludes a va ri ety of en ti ties once placed un der  R. californica and sim i lar in
over all ap pear ance. The plants grow as much as 15’ tall, though usu ally half that fig ure, and are up -
right-arching to widely spread ing in habit. The young stems are of ten red dish, de vel op ing at trac tive grey 
bark as they ma ture. They are lined by broadly to nar rowly oval leaves, up to 4" long, of ten rolled un der at 
the mar gins. Their color is deep green to blue green above in the typ i cal form, grey with a dense coat of
small hairs be neath. The flow ers are small and green ish, like those of R. californica, and the ber ries are
quite sim i lar. The var. tomentella is sim ply the typ i cal form. I re cently stum bled on some par tic u larly
nice, bushy plants with ex cep tion ally showy ber ries, jet-black when ma ture; reselections from their seed -
lings are forth com ing. The var. crassifolia is a very dif fer ent plant, at least in its out ward fea tures.
Though of typ i cal size, it is more openly branched than tomentella, with fewer and usu ally larger leaves.
These are densely felted with grey hairs on both sur faces, giv ing the plant an al most ghostly ap pear ance.
The ber ries in the cur rent ma te rial pass through a beau ti ful, bright red phase be fore turn i ng typ i cally
black. 10oF. or less.

Vines
BOMAREA frondea. Co lom bia. Odd but beau ti ful, this could be roughly de scribed as a twin ing
Alstroemeria . It has the same clus ters of fleshy roots, from which rise slen der, vining stems richly clad with 
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dark green, ta pered 2-4" leaves. The stems con tinue to grow for sev eral months be fore pro duc i ng large
clus ters of nar rowly bell shaped brown ish red and yel low blos soms at their tips, mostly in fall and win ter. 
Though the plant is rea son ably hardy, hard frosts may ruin the buds be fore they open, so it is best grown
in a pro tected spot. Light to me dium shade, rea son ably well drained, pref er a bly rich soil, mod er ate wa -
ter ing. Ul ti mately hardy to 20

o
F or be low. 

Other Bomarea that will be of fered in 2004 are spe cies with showy clus ters of red flow ers that ap pear in
late sum mer and fall, and one with clus ters of bright or ange and yel low flow ers.
CLE MA TIS. World wide, tem per ate re gions. These range from ram pant vines with huge, flat blos soms to
tidy bell flow ered perennials. Most have 3 to 5 (or more) parted, long-stalked leaves with roughly oval,
pointed and of ten toothed leaf lets. The flow ers have petal-like se pals in place of true pet als, and a dis tinc -
tive brush of sta mens at their cen ters. In ter est ing puffs of silky-tailed seeds de velop as the flow ers wither.
Sun or light shade (gen er ally the roots should be shaded, if only by the plant it self, to keep root tem per a -
tures down), well drained fer tile soil, and mod er ate wa ter ing suit most spe cies and hy brids. Hardy to 0

o
F.

or be low.
tangutica. Golden cle ma tis. A rel a tively small (10’), slen der stemmed vine with in tri cately di vided

grey green leaves. It pro duces an abun dance of 2" bell shaped, golden-yellow blos soms in sum mer and
fall. The seed heads are quite or na men tal.

viticella . One of the more del i cate in ap pear ance, with slen der 6-12’ stems and three-parted leaves, th e
leaf lets at trac tively lobed and bronze-tinted. The flow ers are 2-3" in di am e ter and borne in open clus ters.
‘Alba Luxurians’ has cupped white blos soms with green ish tips on the seg ments. Those of ‘Ma dame
Julia Correvon’  are also cupped and col ored deep, vel vety red. Sev eral mod ern hy brids ex tend the pal -
ette of this spe cies. ‘Blue Belle’ has deep blue-violet blos soms about 3" broad. ‘Etoile Violette’ is sim i lar,
with bright yel low cen ters. ‘Pol ish Spirit’, a more re cent hy brid, is noted for both its deep pur ple color
and its abun dance of flow ers. ‘Purpurea Plena Elegans’ has fully dou ble vi o let “pom pons” with
petalloid sta mens at their cen ters. ‘Venosa Violacea’ has nearly white flow ers with pur ple vein ing.
DREGEA (Wattakaka) sinensis. China. An odd de cid u ous vine of the milk weed fam ily, grow ing about 10’
high. It has some what grey-green, nearly heart shaped leaves up to 4" long, densely furry be neath. In
sum mer um brella-shaped clus ters of 3/4" flow ers are car ried along the stems. The flow ers are pink to
white in color and pleas antly fra grant. Grow it in sun or light shade near the coast, light shade in land, in
well drained soil with mod er ate wa ter ing. Hardy to 20oF. or less.
VITIS. Grape. North ern Hemi sphere, es pe cially North Amer ica. These are the most fa mil iar of all vines in 
Cal i for nia, since com mer cial se lec tions are grown on a vast scale here for wine and ta ble. They of ten grow
quite large, cov er ing trees and any thing else in their path with mas sive leafy cur tains and sh ow ing their
shred ding bark in win ter. The leaves are usu ally large, toothed and some times lobed. Op po site them at
each node are ten drils which wrap tightly around ev ery pos si ble ob ject as a means of sup port (Don’t turn
your back on them). The flow ers are small and in con spic u ous but borne in gen er ous branched clus ters.
The grapes are, of course, the part we prize most for con sump tion and some times for or na ment. In many
spe cies, fall color of the fo liage is daz zling. The chief ar gu ment against hav ing them in the gar den is sheer
size and vigor; I can’t think of any oth ers. Sun or—if you don’t mind sac ri fic ing pro duc tion of the
fruit—light shade, rea son ably well drained soil, mod er ate wa ter ing in most cases (na tive spe cies are gen -
u inely drought tol er ant).

amurensis. East Asia. A ro bust vine, some times grow ing as high as 50’ (let us hope, not in the cur rent
ma te rial). The leaves are re mark able. They are up to 10" long, broad in out line, and usu ally lobed. Their
up per sur face is a deep, glossy green, chang ing in fall to pur ple and fi ery red shades. The grapes are small
and nearly black–showy but usu ally too bit ter to eat. Be low 0oF.

californica ‘Walker Ridge’ . Cal i for nia grape. This spe cies is of ten seen along streams in north ern Cal i -
for nia, clam ber ing over wil lows and al ders and mak ing mas sive cur tains of fo liage dur ing the sum mer
months. This se lec tion was part of a mav er ick pop u la tion found grow ing in ser pen tine soil, fully ex -
posed, and con sid er ably smaller and more col or ful than nor mal. Max i mum height and breadth should be 
around 10’. It has nearly round 3-4" leaves, light green with a grey ish cast dur ing the grow ing sea son and
tak ing on the reds and or anges of some of the wine grapes in fall. Use ful both as a vine and for ground
cover, par tic u larly on banks. 10

o
F. or less.

girdiana, Our south ern na tive, this spe cies is quite sim i lar in most re spects to V. californica, and has the
same uses. How ever, the stems and undersides of the leaves are more densely coated with small hairs,
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giv ing the whole plant a dis tinctly grey cast. Fall color in this form is golden yel low. Prob a bly hardy to
10

o
F. or less.

Her ba ceous Pe ren nials (In clud ing Bul bous, Cormous and Tu ber ous Spe cies)
AGASTACHE. A small group of sage al lies, na tive pri mar ily to the South west and Mex ico. They form
com pact basal clumps with toothed, of ten ar o matic leaves. Their slen der stems rise in sum mer and fall,
dis play ing many sage-like blos soms in in ter rupted spikes. The flow ers open in suc ces sion, of ten ex tend -
ing the show over many weeks. These are rug ged, eas ily grown perennials, use ful in bor ders and in for -
mal mixed plantings. They de light in full sun, well drained soil, and mod er ate to in fre quent wa ter ing
when es tab lished. They tend to be short-lived in heavier soils, but they of ten self-seed, with in ter est ing
and of ten beau ti ful re sults. Har di ness var ies, though all of the fol low ing should en dure short bouts of
15oF. or less.

cana. This re cent ad di tion is a south west ern na tive, suck er ing at the base and pro duc ing many 2’
stems. The leaves are dark, nar row, toothed and pleas antly ar o matic. Many nar rowly tu bu lar flow ers,
red dish pur ple in the cur rent form re ceived from Plants of the South west, are car ried on slen der stems in
sum mer and fall.

rupestris. This South west ern na tive has long been one of my fa vor ites. It is one of the smaller
agastaches, usu ally 2’ or less in height and well branched. Both stems and leaves are slen der and quite
grey. Small ish clus ters of red dish or ange blos soms de velop at the shoot tips through out the sum mer
months. It needs par tic u larly well drained soil but is an ideal pe ren nial for ne glected banks.
ANEM ONE. Windflower. Wide spread, mostly North ern Hemi sphere. Nearly ev ery gar dener is fa mil iar
with these but ter cup rel a tives by way of A. coronaria, whose hy brids are widely avail able in the fall bulb
mar ket. Yet their num ber in cludes many other showy perennials with beau ti ful leaves and flow ers.

magellanica. Chile and Ar gen tina. A lit tle-known but charm ing anem one. It is un der 1’ in height and
has dark, softly shiny 3-5 lobed leaves. The flow ers are borne for sev eral weeks in sum mer and early fall.
They mea sure about an inch across and are col ored a soft, creamy yel low like that of our na tive cream
cups (Platystemon ).

rivularis. Himalaya. This spe cies makes com pact clumps from a woody rootstock, with stems ris ing
1½-3’. The basal leaves are long-stalked and three-parted, with sharp, nar row lobes. Their sur face is at -
trac tively dark and glossy. In late spring and much of the sum mer it car ries abun dant 1" flow ers above
the leaves in broad, branched sprays. They are snow-white within, tinged with blue on their outer sur -
face. This spe cies needs plenty of mois ture and some shad ing away from the coast. It is hardy to 10

o
F. or

less.
ASPHODELINE lutea. King’s spear. Sic ily. This is a tough pe ren nial of the lily fam ily, most un usual in
ap pear ance. It trav els slowly by un der ground rhi zomes, even tu ally form ing broad thick ets. The shoots
ap pear in fall, first as foun tains of nearly thread-like 8-12" blu ish green leaves, length en ing in spring to
2-3’ and topped by wands of fra grant pale yel low, star shaped blos soms. The plants die down in s um mer
and are per fectly drought tol er ant. Sun or light shade, most soils, lit tle or no sum mer wa ter ing. Hardy to
10oF. or less.
CY CLA MEN . Eu rope, the Mid dle East and Af rica. I have en joyed the com pany of the hardy cy cla mens
for many years at home but found it dif fi cult to of fer reg u lar crops of them due to the dif fi culty of tim ing
col lec tion of seeds (they are gob bled up by mice and other an i mals al most as soon as the pods are ripe).
Now, thanks to the kind ness of Wayne Roderick, we can at least of fer small num bers of them for a while.
These are pe ren nial plants of the prim rose fam ily, grow ing from long-lived tu bers. They have crowns of
usu ally long-stalked, round to heart-shaped basal leaves. These are of ten pat terned with white o r sil ver
on the up per sur face and tinged with red or pur ple be neath. The flow er ing stems are pro duced sep a -
rately from the tu bers, each car ry ing one beau ti ful nod ding, of ten fra grant blos som with five broad,
swept-back pet als. The flow ers of some spe cies are de light fully fra grant. Some will tol er ate full sun near
the coast. How ever all are most at home in light shade, where they will self-seed and nat u ral ize over time. 
They are also fine sub jects for large pots. It is best, and in some cases es sen tial, to let them go dry when
dor mant–which is nearly al ways in sum mer, mak ing it pos si ble to plant them un der oaks and in other
un tended spots. They need well drained soil and mois ture dur ing the grow ing sea son, which usu ally co -
in cides with our rains. Their har di ness var ies widely.
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graecum. Greece and Tur key. This be came my fa vor ite of the group on first ac quain tance, a few years
ago. It has broad leaves, with an gled lobes in this form, held close to the ground. They are beau ti fully and
quite vari ably pat terned with sil ver-grey on the up per sur face. The flow ers are about 1" long, pink to
white with darker base and de light fully fra grant. It is one of the more ten der spe cies but should still take
bouts of around 20

o
F.

 persicum . Iran to north ern Af rica. This is the an ces tor of the flo rist’s cy cla men. Sadly some of its best
fea tures have been lost in the pro cess of cre at ing larger, more viv idly col ored flow ers and more con trol la -
ble growth. In this ma te rial, which in cludes col lec tions from north ern Af rica, the plants are of quite vari -
able size, though usu ally 8" or less in height. The leaves are large and heart-shaped, with a won der ful
va ri ety of mark ings; some are sil very nearly through out. The flow ers are up to 2" long, in this ma te rial
mostly white or light pink with pur plish red cen ters, and de light fully fra grant. Its only draw back is its
ten der ness to cold. These plants should be pro tected at tem per a tures be low 25oF., though they will en -
dure a lit tle less.
DAHLIA. Mex ico to Co lom bia. Tu ber ous-rooted pe ren nial dai sies known al most ex clu sively from the
thou sands of hy brids now avail able world wide. We of fer seed ling strains of

D. coccinea hy brids. These are bushy, slen der stemmed plants of 2-4’, with large, dark green,
twice-divided leaves. Stems can be from green to near black. The 2½" sin gle  to semi-double flower heads
come in a wide range of col ors, from vivid or anges, reds and yel lows to rich magentas, purples, light
pinks and near white. Bicolored flow ers also oc cur, some in wild com bi na tions. These are plants of easy
cul ture but will grow and bloom best in a sunny to par tially shaded site with rich, rea son ably well
drained soil and reg u lar wa ter ing while in growth and bloom. Bloom be gins in early sum mer and  can
con tinue through fall. Roots can be left in the ground in most ar eas over win ter. Root hardy to15oF.
DIERAMA. Fairy wand. Cen tral and south ern Af rica. The iris fam ily is one of sev eral which lit er ally ex -
ploded in south ern Af rica, re sult ing in nearly end less va ri ety for the ad ven tur ous gar dener. The
dieramas are among the most el e gant of the lot. These are cormous perennials, mak ing tight, usu ally ev er -
green clumps with grass-like leaves. Above these, mostly in spring and sum mer, rise slen der, of t en grace -
fully arch ing stalks. These carry nod ding, usu ally bell-shaped blos soms on nearly thread like branches.
Flower col ors in the com monly cul ti vated spe cies range from snow-white to crim son or pur ple. Of ten the
flow ers ap pear to be hand-painted, with glis ten ing sur faces and sub tle shad ings. These are el e gant and
du ra ble perennials for the gar den, ei ther as in di vid u als (they make sub stan tial clumps in  time) or in
groups. The fol low ing thrive in ei ther sun or light shade, with rea son ably well drained soil and reg u lar
wa ter ing. Hardy to 10oF. or less.

jucundum. This spe cies forms broad clumps with nar row 1-2’ leaves and 2-3’, grace fully arch ing stems.
The flow ers are around an inch long, broadly bell-shaped and col ored a va ri ety of in ter est ing shades.
Those in our ma te rial range from lav en der-pink to coral.

pen du lum var. robustum (now more prop erly D. robustum, if our ma te rial is cor rectly iden ti fied). We of -
fer both the typ i cal pink-flowered form and one with pure white blos soms, both bloom ing in mid- to late
spring.

pulcherrimum. Fairy wand. The best-known spe cies, and cer tainly one of the show i est. It makes thick
clumps with erect to arch ing, grass-like 2’ leaves. In sum mer, its 3-6’ stems may arch over nearly to the
ground, each car ry ing doz ens of pen dant, bell shaped 1-2" blos soms. They vary in color from pur -
plish-rose to white, light to me dium pink be ing the com mon est shades. ‘Sil ver Dawn’, re ceived from
Steve Camp bell, has blush pink blos soms. Af ter los ing a beau ti ful dark-flowered se lec tion f rom Win ter -
green days, I was pleased to re ceive seeds of an even more stun ning strain, de rived from the Slieve
Donard Strain. These have rose-colored to nearly vi o let blos soms, of ten in vivid brush-stroke com bi na -
tions. We are rais ing fur ther seed ling gen er a tions of these and reselecting for qual i ties which strike our
fancy of the mo ment.
DRACOCEPHALUM. Scat tered around the North ern Hemi sphere, mostly in Eu rope. A ge nus of mostly
pe ren nial mints, of ten with showy flow ers re sem bling those of some salvias, borne over sev eral weeks in
sum mer. Their cul ture var ies, but the fol low ing will thrive in a sunny spot, with rea son ably well drained
soil and mod er ate wa ter ing. Hardy to be low 0oF.

rupestre (cul ti vated as D. grandiflorum). West ern China. This spe cies makes at trac tive clumps with
crowns of large, nearly heart-shaped, deep green leaves with scal loped mar gins. From these emerge 6-12" 
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stems which carry dense whorled clus ters of two-lipped flow ers, hooded above, each up to 2" long. The
flow ers are vivid blue-violet in color. This is a re ally strik ing pe ren nial which de serves greater no tice.
HABRANTHUS. South ern U.S. to South Amer ica. These are close rel a tives of the zephyr lil ies
(Zephyranthes). The plants are bul bous, with mostly strap shaped leaves, and they bear trum pet shaped
blos soms in a wide range of col ors. All are eas ily grown, in sun or light shade and rea son ably well
drained soil, given ei ther mod er ate wa ter ing or pe ri odic drought. They are ex cel lent con t ainer and rock
gar den sub jects, and sev eral nat u ral ize well in ne glected parts of the gar den.

texanus . A Texas na tive, as its name im plies, and prob a bly one of the tough est bulbs we grow. It has
nar row leaves up to 8" long. In late sum mer, it makes a beau ti ful dis play of 1½" yel low trum pets, cen tered 
in this form with red. Hardy to 15

o
F. or less.

IRIS unguicularis. Win ter iris. Greece and Crete. This lovely iris brings the gar dener a bit of spring cheer
in the depths of win ter, bloom ing with the daf fo dils. It makes dense ev er green thick ets with dark, shiny
nar row leaves up to 2’ high. Nes tled among them on short stems but el e vated on long tubes are fra grant
lav en der-blue flow ers with white mark ings, up to 3" broad. The seg ments are held erect for half their
length, then spread abruptly. 
ORBEXILUM pedunculatum. Texas. This has be come, in a short time, one of my fa vor ite pe ren nial peas,
though I would not ex pect it to join the Top Ten in nurs ery sales. It clumps pro fusely at the base and
spreads from short rhi zomes, even tu ally form ing a broad mat. The stems are slen der and pros trate, and
they carry dark, lus trous leaves with trip lets of 1" leaf lets. In sum mer it pro duces many short clus ters of
vi o let pea-flowers at the shoot tips. This is a fine plant for sunny banks and other spots where a
small-scale ground cover is needed. Its only draw back, in my gar den ex pe ri ence, is that it is ir re sist ible to
go phers and rab bits. Sun, rea son ably well drained soil, mod er ate to oc ca sional wa ter ing. Prob a bly hardy
to 0-10

o
F.

ORTHROSANTHUS. These are South ern Hemi sphere cous ins of our sisyrinchiums, quite sim i lar in ap -
pear ance. They are clump ing perennials with grass like, dark green leaves. Dur ing their bloom in g sea son, 
which var ies ac cord ing to spe cies, they carry many showy 6-parted blos soms, mostly in blue to lav en der
shades, in bracted clus ters along erect stems. They are beau ti ful sub jects for sunny banks, rock gar dens
and con tain ers. Sun, well drained soil, mod er ate wa ter ing. The fol low ing should be hardy to 20oF. or less.

chimboracensis ssp. centroamericanus. Ma te rial of this plant was gen er ously pro vided by the U.C. Bo -
tanic Gar den in Berke ley. It is one of the most beau ti ful of all the irids. The plant grows 1-1½’ tall, mak ing
im pres sive clumps. It blooms for sev eral weeks each year be gin ning in early sum mer, with many pale
blue flow ers, 1½" or more broad open ing in suc ces sion.

multiflorus. An Aus tra lian spe cies, grow ing about 1’ tall. It blooms, at least for us, in late fall and win -
ter, mak ing a stun ning show of bright, true blue blos soms.
PENSTEMON. Beard-tongue. Mostly North Amer ica, Mex ico. A large and fas ci nat ing group of
perennials and shrubs placed un til re cently in the snap dragon fam ily, now a sub ject of hot tax o nomic de -
bate. Some grow nar rowly erect, oth ers are rel a tively broad and bushy, while still oth ers are
ground-hugging mats. The leaves are also quite vari able in size, shape, color and tex ture. Flowers are
usu ally large rel a tive to the plants and are of ten pre sented in dense spikes. They are tu bu lar to bell
shaped and brightly col ored, usu ally in shades of red, blue or pur ple to white. The odd com mon name co -
mes from the brush of hairs lin ing one of the sta mens in flow ers of many spe cies. Sun, well drained soil,
wa ter ing re quire ments vary con sid er ably, though most are drought tol er ant. Hardy to 0oF. or be low, ex -
cept as noted.

campanulatus . A bushy Mex i can spe cies, mak ing many leafy stems up to 2½’ high. The leaves are
lance-shaped with sawtooth mar gins and dark green on their up per sur face. 1" trum pet-shaped flow ers
are pre sented in long, loose clus ters in sum mer and fall. Those of the cur rent strain are rosy lav en der,
with white cen tral mark ings. Prob a bly 15 oF.

cardinalis. A ro bust na tive of the South west, form ing size able clumps. It has crowns of nar row-oval
grey ish green leaves up to 8” long. Wandlike flower stems rise to 3’ or more in sum mer, each bear ing doz -
ens of 1” bright red, tu bu lar flow ers. Easy and tough.

centranthifolius . Scar let bu gler. A com mon plant of dry places in cen tral and south ern Cal i for nia; this
ma te rial is from the Santa Lu cia Moun tains. It pro duces sev eral sturdy, upsweeping stems from a nar row 
base. Paired along these are broad, ta pered leaves up to 4" long, clasp ing the stems. The leaves are strik -
ingly col ored, some times ashy grey, some time bright blue-green. Loosely spaced on long stalks above the 
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fo liage are nar rowly tu bu lar, bright red blos soms. It needs par tic u larly good drain age and full ex po sure
and is of ten short-lived in the gar den. How ever, new plants are readily started from seeds. 10

o
F. or less.

glaber. A very hardy penstemon; our ma te rial was col lected by Steve Bell in the Black Hills of South D a -
kota. Sev eral low, thick leafy stems ra di ate from the base. The leaves are stalkless, up to 4" long and bright
blue-green in color. At their tips are gen er ous one-sided clus ters of large true-blue flow ers with lighter
tubes. This is one of the eas i est of the dryland penstemons to grow, and hardy to far be low 0oF.

neomexicanus. An ex tremely showy na tive of New Mex ico. Sev eral stems as cend 1-2’ from a com mon
base, each thickly cloaked in smooth deep green leaves. Long one-sided clus ters of vivid blu ish pur ple
flow ers, each up to 1½" long, dec o rate the plants in mid dle to late sum mer. Full ex po sure, w ell-drained
soil, mod er ate to oc ca sional wa ter ing. Hardy to 0

o
F. or less.

PUYA. Costa Rica to Chile. This is one of those plant groups which sim ply stand apart from the rest of our
ex pe ri ence. Its mem bers are ter res trial bro meli ads, like the pine ap ple, but far more dra matic. They form
tight—though of ten ex ten sive—col o nies of shoots, each of which lasts for many years. Each pres ents a
crown of long, downcurved, pointed leaves rem i nis cent of the yuc cas (though not so suc cu lent). They
have of ten vi ciously spiny mar gins. At some point, which may vary from a cou ple of years to thirty or
more, a given crown will pro duce a flow er ing stem which first sug gests a gi ant as par a gus, of ten later
widely branched, along which sev eral to hun dreds of showy, tu bu lar to flar ing blos soms un furl in suc ces -
sion. Their col ors in clude some in cred i ble tur quoise and aqua shades, as well as reds, pinks,  yel lows and
whites, of ten in in ter est ing com bi na tions. These are dra matic spec i mens for fea tured spots in the gar den,
though they com bine well with yuc cas, aga ves and cacti. They are also good can di dates for large tubs
(though han dling them at repotting time is an ex er cise in blood let ting). They thrive in sun or light shade
and well drained soil, with mod er ate to in fre quent wa ter ing. Their har di ness var ies, but sev eral per form
well near the coast.

alpestris. Chile. The best-known of the puyas, with densely clus tered crowns of sil very green 2’ leaves.
The crowns branch freely to form broad clumps. In spring and sum mer older plants pro duce thick 3-6’
stems bear ing huge clus ters of tri an gu lar blos soms up to 2" broad. These are painted deep blu ish green,
with or ange an thers. Hardy to 15-20oF.

mirabilis. This spe cies is widely sold as P. alpestris  (in fact, this is how we re ceived the seeds), but it is
quite dis tinct. There are many more leaves per crown, and they are quite nar row. Their soft mar ginal
spines should be a re lief to those of you who have blood ied your selves with other puyas. Many plants
flower in their third year (most un usual for a puya). The flower stems are erect and up to 5’ high. In stead
of the broad, branched clus ters of P. alpestris, the flow ers are ar ranged along the main axis. How ever, they
are quite long–3-4"–flar ing out at the tips, and col ored a beau ti ful sea-green, with a silky su r face.
RHODOPHIALA bifida (Hippeastrum advenum). Chile. A charm ing small bulb closely al lied to Am a ryl lis.
The rather stout bulbs pro duce im pres sive clumps. The leaves are 8-12" long, strap shaped and dark
green. It is sum mer bloom ing, bear ing 2" blos soms in um brella shaped clus ters. The typ i cal color is deep,
glow ing red. In the va ri ety miniatum the flow ers are pale pink, veined with red. Fine pot plants, but
equally adapt able to the open gar den. Sun or part shade, mod er ate wa ter ing. Hardy to 15

o
F. or less.

SAL VIA. Sage. World wide. This is a huge and di verse group of mint al lies, grown both for or na ment and
for herbal qual i ties. Those listed be low are un de mand ing perennials and shrubs with usu ally
rough-textured, ar o matic leaves. Some form broad ro settes of basal leaves; oth ers have branched, leafy
stems. Usually the leaves are paired along the stems. Ir reg u lar 2-lipped flow ers are borne in d ense heads,
whorls or spikes above the fo liage. They come in nearly ev ery flo ral shade, in clud ing near-black. Cul ture
and har di ness vary widely, though most pre fer a sunny spot with well drained soil. Many, par tic u larly
na tives of Cal i for nia and the South west, are drought tol er ant.

aethiopis. South ern Eu rope. A short-lived pe ren nial mak ing ro settes of broad, furry basal leaves up to
8" long. From these come erect, sturdy branched stems in sum mer, dis play ing whorled clus ters of
cream-colored flow ers, each a lit tle over ½” long. It is par tic u larly ef fec tive when grouped, for the grey
tones of the leaves and stems. Hardy to 0

o
F. or less.

glechomifolia . This is a pleas ant lit tle plant, never mak ing quite the spec ta cle of some salvias but al -
ways neat and pretty. It makes a slowly spread ing mat from un der ground rhi zomes, with erect, leafy
shoots up to 1’ high. The leaves are bright green and softly shiny. Small vi o let flow ers with white mark -
ings are borne in in ter rupted clus ters above the fo liage, through out the sum mer and well into fall. This
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sal via thrives in a pro tected spot and will even bloom well in part shade. Its har di ness is not well tested;
prob a bly 20

o
F. or less.

jurisicii . An other one of the “pe tite” salvias, this one has sev eral en dear ing fea tures. It is a bushy, slen -
der-stemmed pe ren nial, 1-2’ high and wide at ma tu rity. The leaves are finely cut and con trast nicely with
pale, hairy stems. In sum mer and fall it car ries many ½” flow ers, pre sented up side-down in in ter rupted
clus ters. The flow ers are vi o let to pink or white in color and con spic u ously hairy. Hardy to around 0oF.
Our thanks to Bill Gallo.

melissodora. Grape-scented sage. I was grate ful to re ceive this shrubby sage from Pat McNeal, and
more so once it reached full size. It should be come one of the pop u lar gar den salvias. The plant is up right
but bushy in habit, with many slen der twigs. These are closely lined with bright green 1" leaves, furry be -
neath. It seems to bloom most of the year, with many short stalks car ry ing in ter rupted clus ters of fra grant
flow ers, each com bin ing shades of lav en der and darker pur ple. It is eas ily grown, though hardy only to
about 25

o
F, or a lit tle less. 

moorcroftiana . Himalaya. A ro sette-forming pe ren nial with broad basal leaves up to 10" long. The
leaves are fuzzy and blue-green above, of ten white-woolly be low. In spring, whorled clus ters of light
blue flow ers are spaced along branched stalks up to 3’ high. Hardy to around 10 oF.

nubicola. This was one of my in stant fa vor ites of the ge nus. It is a her ba ceous perennial with erect,
densely clus tered stems, as much as 3’ high. The leaves are ar row-shaped and up to 6" long, ap ple-green
in color. It flow ers through the sum mer and into the fall, with ex tended clus ters of 1" blos soms. These are
an un usual soft yel low in color over all, shaded and spot ted with coral. Shade-tolerant and hardy to 0

o
F. or 

less.
viscosa . A sturdy pe ren nial with clus tered ro settes of long-stalked basal leaves. The leaf blades are

nearly heart-shaped, with wavy mar gins, dark green and deeply tex tured above and paler be neath.
Erect, branched flow er ing stems is sue from the clumps from late spring to fall, each bear ing many small
but vivid, red dish pur ple flow ers. One of the more shade-tolerant salvias, and hardy to 15oF. or less.
SCUTELLARIA. Skull cap. Nearly world wide. A large group of mostly her ba ceous perennials of the mint 
fam ily, of ten showy in bloom but lack ing the ar o matic chem is try of many mints. They have lea fy stems
and neatly paired, nearly round to nee dle-like leaves. The flow ers are small, tu bu lar and 2-lipped, some -
times re sem bling those of the snap drag ons more than the mints. These are de light ful plants for rock gar -
dens, low bor ders and banks. Their cul ture and har di ness vary con sid er ably. The fol low ing will thrive in
sun or light shade, planted in well drained, non-alkaline soil.

alpina. Med i ter ra nean re gion to Si be ria. A lush, low mat, with dark, oval 1" leaves. In late spring and
early sum mer, the trail ing stems turn up at their tips to dis play dense clus ters of 1" blos soms. These range
from pur ple to white in color, of ten in var i ous com bi na tions. It needs abun dant mois ture and is hardy to
be low 0 oF.

orientalis. Also Med i ter ra nean re gion to Si be ria. A de light ful mat ting, semishrubby pe ren nial, re -
ceived sev eral years ago from Al len Rob in son in Eng land. It has crowded, soft grey ish green leaves and
sum mer clus ters of 1" blos soms, light yel low over all and var i ously marked with white or brown. Mod er -
ate wa ter ing. 0

o
F. or less.

pontica . A dense hum mock grow ing 6-10" high. The leaves are shiny, deeply veined and up to 1" long.
Dense clus ters of deep pur plish pink flow ers dec o rate the plants in mid dle to late sum mer. 0o or less.

suffrutescens. This is one of my fa vor ite mints. It is both shrubby and mat ting, the stems short and
closely packed with short, broad, grey-green leaves. It car ries many large, deep pink flow ers just above
the fo liage in sum mer and fall. Prob a bly 10

o
F. or less.

STACHYS. Wide spread, mostly in tem per ate re gions. An odd as sort ment of mint rel a tives, widely scat -
tered around the globe. They have mostly square stems, paired, of ten strangely scented leaves, and
spikes of small flow ers re sem bling those of Sal via in form. The fol low ing are rug ged perennials, use ful on
banks and in dry bor ders. Sun, well drained soil, only oc ca sional wa ter ing when es tab lished. Har di ness
var ies.

citrina. Low mounding pe ren nial from Tur key and Greece has oval, lightly hairy leaves with creamy
grey cast. Lax stems carry short spikes of soft lemon yel low flow ers in spring and sum mer. A neat, dense
habit makes this use ful in mixed plantings and rock gar dens. Best in sun with mod er ate wa ter i ng. 0oF. or
less.
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thirkei.  Furry light green leaves form a very dense, low, widely spread ing mat. Spikes of bright mauve
flow ers rise in spring. The form and habit of this spe cies is very sim i lar to lamb’s ears, though it is some -
what smaller in leaf. It is more ev er green and tidy in win ter, and pres ents pretty flow ers in spring. Hardy
to 10

o
F, or less.

TEUCRIUM. Germander. Wide spread, but es pe cially Med i ter ra nean. This is a di verse group of shrubby
and semishrubby mints. Size, habit and de tails of the leaves vary widely, though all have ir reg u  lar,
two-lipped flow ers. Ac cord ing to these fea tures, they are use ful as free-standing shrubs, for bor ders, or
for ground cover. Sun, well drained soil, mod er ate to lit tle wa ter ing. The fol low ing are hardy to around
0oF.

flavum. A bushy, erect, slen der-stemmed shrub, grow ing 1-2’ high. It pres ents a crisp con trast be twe en
pale furry stems and dark, shiny 1” leaves. In sum mer it car ries small clus ters of pale yel low flow ers
spaced on slen der stalks above the fo liage.

pyrenaicum. Rounded, lightly furry green leaves ap pear pleated and cre ate a flat car pet of spread ing
stems. Clus ters of creamy flow ers ap pear among the leaves in sum mer. Not showy in bloom, but ch arm -
ing in its tightly knit habit.
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